
MISSOURI CHAPTER FIVE

MINUTES 

​​​ March 4, 2021 MEETING

Meeting called to order by Director Daniel Levasseur at 1800 hours.  There were 39 Legion Riders present per the sign-in sheet at the front desk. 
Chaplain Charlie presented a prayer.

The Pledge of Allegiance and the Legion Riders Preamble were recited.

Roll Call of Officers:

Director Dan Levasseur - present
Assistant Gerald Turnage – present

Secretary Debbie Alderson – present

Treasurer Sherry Faughn – present

Sgt-At-Arms Bill Plate – excused
Chaplain Charlie Lindquist – present

Historian Barbara Turnage – present
Assistant Sgt-At-Arms – Cecil Goodin, present; Christine Goodin, excused
Judge Advocate Richard Derks – present
Webmaster - Nancy Bates

Safety Office – Dave Neighbors

The Director introduced new members:

There were no new members or guests.
March birthdays were recognized:

Dave Campbell, DeeDee Cryderman, Bill Hawley, Travis Lewis, Mike Thompson
Secretary’s Report

Debbie Alderson, Secretary, reported the minutes for the 2/4/21 meeting had been sent electronically to the members.  No corrections or additions were noted.
MOTION:  Jim Rosenberg moved the minutes be accepted as presented.  Steve Spayde seconded the motion.  A unanimous vote carried the motion.

Treasurer’s Report

Treasurer Sherry Faughn reported that we had a balance of $4,875.15 on 2/4/21 with income of $282.30, expenses of $16.00 leaving a balance of $5,141.45 on 3/4/21.  Legacy Fund has a balance of $1,872.40.  Fallen Riders Scholarship Fund has a balance of $2,639.35.
MOTION:  Bill Hawley moved the treasurer’s report be accepted as presented subject to audit.  Travis Lewis seconded the motion. A unanimous vote carried the motion.

Safety Officer Report – Dave Neighbors

The Evils of Sand and Gravel

Since most of us ride on dry, clean pavement most of the time, we develop habits and skill sets that keep the rubber side down. But those riding habits like braking, cornering and various other skills may not be the best ways to ride when traction changes. Since we encounter sand, gravel and rain less often than dry pavement, we don’t practice and develop the different habits needed to correct our riding skills in those less than ideal traction scenarios.

How do you ride on gravel? Many riders have the most problems in construction zones, rural roads, or on the grooved pavement when highways are being resurfaced. In gravel and sand situations, your instinct may be to slow down but slowing down tends to load the front suspension and the steering becomes heavier. Think of a small boat in the water. A reduction of throttle lowers the front of the boat into the water. Your motorcycle does the same thing and is most noticeable in gravel and sand. If you roll off the throttle abruptly or brake hard, the front-end tends to dive making steering sluggish and heavy. When cornering you may lose traction on sand or gravel since it feels like you are riding on marbles.

The secret is to be smooth with your throttle, braking and steering inputs. If your plan is to ride down a freshly graded gravel road then try this. Your lower body (knees and legs) should be tight to the bike by squeezing inwards and your upper body (shoulders, neck and hands on the grips) must be relaxed. With a tight grip on the bars you will end up fighting the front-end as it searches for traction and a path. Keep the gas on and look up where you want to go. The front wheel will be wandering a bit to the left and the right. Don’t sweat it, relax and let it wander as long as you are heading in the basic desired direction. It will only move around a few inches, but it does feel scary at first when you are used to the defined path that pavement provides.

If you have to brake on gravel or sand, try to do so when you are straight up and down (not leaning or turning). Avoid abrupt, hard braking so don’t grab a handful of front brake since the traction under your tire’s contact patch will be very different than what you are used to on pavement. I am convinced that we develop muscle memory from our riding experiences. If all your braking experience is on pavement, then your brain and muscle memory will use too much brake too soon when braking on gravel. I believe that when we panic, our brains resort back to whatever habits we have and in a scary gravel or sandy situation, many riders will grab the front brake.

Safety Officer David reported the following upcoming events:

March 6 – American Legion Auxiliary Unit 5 is holding a BBQ at the Post

March 13 – St. Pat’s Day ride, meet Schulte’s 12:00, KSU 12:30

March 27 – Korn Hole Tournament (open to the public)
Sgt. at Arms Bill Plate

Sgt. at Arms Bill Plate was not present. Assistant Sgt. at Arms Cecil Goodin had no report.
Historian Report

Historian Barbara Turnage had no report.
Judge Advocate Report

Judge Advocate Richard Derks reported he attended the State ALR Meeting in Ashland.  The helmet law was addressed.  If it is an ALR State function helmets will be worn.  If it is a Chapter ride it is the choice of the rider.  National says to obey the law in the state you are riding.
Asst. Director’s  Report

Assistant Director Gerald Turnage
	
	Hours
	Dollars
	Miles
	Bikes
	# People

	February 2021
	49
	0
	1,835
	17
	17

	Annual
	7,016
	$5,712
	129,052
	447
	639


Chaplain Report

Chaplain Charlie Lindquist

Chaplain Charlie says God wants us to trust. Read Hebrews 11:6.
Chaplain Charlie asked that we remember the following in our prayers:
Mike Thompson, Travis Lewis, Bill Hawley, Donnie Faughn
Webmaster’s Report

Webmaster Nancy Bates reported two Website names have been added that will direct you to the Chapter 5 website: alrchapter5.com, or, alrchapter5.org.
Committee Reports:

Fallen Riders Scholarship was reported on by DeeDee Cryderman.  They are updating the brochure and will be at the school on April 8 to present to the 2nd year students.  Will have name(s) by July and will pick the candidate(s).
Old Business  

Valentine’s Day Dinner/Dance

Jim Rosenberg reported 105 steak dinners were sold (we sold out!)  Totals are:
Money take in - 
$2,793.05

Bar tab/dinner expenses
$1,081.88

We made
$1,711.17

​New Business
DeeDee Cryderman reported all the gun raffle tickets have been sold.  Drawings will start on March 16 and will be held at every Legion meeting for 12 months.  The Chapter sold 202 tickets and we received $507.50 for our efforts.

Rick Derks reported the Korn Hole Tournament will be held on March 27 at the Post.  Registration is at 1:00 pm with drawing for partners at 1:30 pm.  Cost is $10 per person, please bring snacks.  This is open to the public. Chili will be served at the cost of $3.00 for all you can eat.
Cook night has been changed for the month of March due to a lack of ALR cooks for the scheduled evening.  COOK NIGHT WILL BE MARCH 12.  PLEASE CONTACT LARRY ALDERSON (573-694-8446) OR DAN LEVASSEUR (573) 433-1923) IF YOU PLAN TO BE THERE!

April 17 the Chapter will be hosting a Parts Swap Meet at the DAV on 54.  Director Dan is soliciting for people to be a part of the swap.  It will open 8:00 am and end around 2:00 pm.  DAV will provide food. There will be a charge to enter.
There was a donation of $100 from Rev. David & Missti Jones to be used as the Chapter see fit.  Missti Cady-Jones is a past soldier under Director Dan.
At the State ALR meeting held the following people from our Chapter are nominated for state offices:

State Stg. at Arms – Cecil Goodin

State Judge Advocate – Rick Derks

State Assistant Director – Dan Levasseur

Discussion was held on how voting is done on the State Level.  Each Chapter is entitled to delegates on the following basis:

(a) One (1) delegate for each Charter issued.

(b) One (1) delegate for each Chapter Director or Secretary in attendance at the convention. No proxies are permitted.

(c) Past Rider Directors shall be entitled to one (1) vote provided they are present at the contention. Their vote will be included with their Chapters.
Voting will be by paper ballot.

Director Dan reported that at the State ALR Meeting David Neighbors received second place 2020 State Rider of the Year Award! Congratulations Dave!  Chip Berkley received the 2020 Rider of the Year Award.  Chapter 5 received a plaque for 2020 Largest Chapter of the Year.

Director Dan reminded everyone that dues are past due!  You must pay dues to a supporting organization, i.e. Post, Auxiliary, SAL, before your dues to the Chapter are in effect. 

Director Dan reported that next meeting (April) nominations for offices will be made.  May meeting will be a vote by paper (as requested by the members) with nominations open from the floor.

Bob Wendell reported there will be a K-9 on the Front Line Honor Dinner at Turkey Creek March 25, 5:30 pm – 9:00 pm.  They need 3-4 people to help park vehicles.  You will receive dinner and drinks.  This is a Thursday night.
David Neighbors reported on bike nights. Capital Bluffs will host at no charge.  Capital Bluffs will have food and alcohol for sale.  We need bands and volunteers to direct traffic.  We are in need of sponsors, will put out some ads, and would like to have a free night for participants.  Riding organizations in neighboring areas that are doing stuff for Veterans will share in the activities. Right now plans are being made to do Bike Nights in May, June, July, August on a Thursday night tbd.  Sponsorships would be $75 to $125 to help pay for the band. David needs a committee!

50/50 raffle

Assistant Sgt. at Arms Cecil Goodin had Clint Embree draw the 50/50 raffle ticket.  There was $91/$46 in the raffle and it was won by Bob Luebbert.

A closing prayer was presented by Chaplain Charlie and the meeting adjourned at 1853 hours.

Next meeting will be at Post 5 on Thursday, April 1 at 6:00 pm.
Chapter Five Officers

Director . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Dan Levasseur
(dan.j.levasseur@gmail.com)
Asst. Director . . . . . . . . . . 
Gerald Turnage
(ggturnage@gmail.com)
Secretary . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Debbie Alderson 
(dalderson49@gmail.com)

Treasurer . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Sherry Faughn
(Faughn.Sherry27@yahoo.com)

Sgt-at-Arms . . . . . . . . . . . .
Bill Plate

(billpl8@yahoo.com)
Chaplain . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Charlie Lindquist
(idrawfaces@yahoo.com)

Historian . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Barbara Turnage
(beahappy408@yahoo.com)
Judge Advocate . . . . . . . . .
Rick Derks

(Rick.Derks@gmail.com)
Website addresses that will direct you to our website are:
alrchapter5.com
alrchapter5.org

Website:  LegionRidersChapter5.weebly.com

Email to send pics or news for website:  nancyb@ktis.net

(On the website there is an address for the Webmaster)


